December 2, 2009
Re: Using personal homes for chapter events
By: Cindy H. Stellhorn, Vice President, MJ Insurance, Inc.
We fairly regularly receive questions from members and alumnae regarding the use of individual’s
personal homes for chapter events. From a risk management standpoint, we have a few different
opinions based on the type of event being held. However, regardless of the type of event being held
(whether it be a philanthropic fundraising event, an alumnae chapter meeting, or a recruitment
event), the important thing to remember is that the homeowner would be responsible for any bodily
injury or property damage that might occur from the actions or inactions of an attendee at the
function. The homeowner, by hosting the event in their home, takes responsibility for any injury or
damage that occurs during the event. Presumably, their homeowner’s policy would serve as the
appropriate way to handle the incident.
We highly recommend that the event organizers advise the homeowner of this information prior to
the event, so the proper expectations have been set beforehand. Obviously, this might convince
some volunteers to rescind the use of their home, but this alternative is far better than having them
upset when we decline a claim that developed out of their event in their home.
If the homeowner would not wish to be exposed in this liability but still would like to hold the event
in their home, we encourage them to draft a contract between the homeowner and the chapter, in
which the organization agrees to add this homeowner on as an additional insured and, therefore,
receive coverage under the national liability policy. This type of arrangement must be approved by
the Fraternity/Sorority Headquarters.
If a function is planned at an individual’s home that rises to the level of a significant event with
many attendees, such as a fundraiser, we would highly recommend that there be a specific contract
in place between the group and the owner of the home listing the terms and responsibilities of each
party to the contract, such as provisions that clarify which party is responsible for any bodily injury
or property damage that comes from the event. If you are contemplating this type of event, please
contact us as early in the planning process as possible, so that we can address the necessary
insurance verbiage and requirements upfront. If we deem that the exposure is outside of the normal
level of risk, the insurance company may require some additional premium.
The other potential exposure that must be properly addressed is the matter of catering and the
serving of alcohol at these events. In these cases, both the organization and the homeowner would
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need to take the appropriate measures to ensure that both the caterer and who ever serves the
alcohol has their own insurance coverage in place to cover their actions.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. Also refer to the
Insurance Summary and our website Library for further resources on this subject.
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